
WADA District 5 Spring Caucus Minutes: 

 

Meeting Called to order by Mike McHugh AD from DeForest 9:02am at Dodger 

Bowl in Dodgeville, thanks Scott Tolzman for accommodations. 

 

Member attendance was taken and AD’s recorded their years of experience 

 

Recognition was given for years of experience at fall WADA conference 

 

Retired AD’s were announced:  Jeff Lund will be retiring from Lodi High School.  

 

Approval of 2015 Minute  

 Motion by: Verona                   2nd by:  Waunakee   

 Passed unanimously  

 

WADA Mentorship Program: 

 Eric Briehl River Valley mentored Caleb Hundt Richland Center 

Jeremy Madison Memorial mentored Sandy Bothman at Madison West and 

TJ Rogness at Madison East 

 Vicki Dahl Mineral Point mentored Joey Martin Boscobel 

 Mike McHugh Deforest mentored Kolleen Nehseim Mount Horeb 

 

Others were asked if they would be interested in being mentors.   

 

New AD Workshop July 25-26 at WIAA Offices 

 

WADA Website will be changing sometime in July 

 

Recognizing District Champions 

-  Great representation from District 5 schools for the Fall and Winter 

WIAA championships.   

 

Involvement of members in in WADA/NIAAA 

- Benefits of the WADA and NIAAA were discussed   

- WADA elections were mentioned 

- Newsletter was encouraged 

- Vice President position is open this year 

 

 

 



WADA Conference November 12-15 at the Kalahari in Wisconsin Dells all  

 -  Week later than normal 

- AD’s were encouraged to attend 

- Door prizes were looked at to do it differently possibly, no comments were 

made in regards to this.  Mel Dow volunteered to help with the organizations 

of door prizes 

- Members asked to bring WADA apparel for an auction 

- 50th year or the WADA big event 

- AD’s ask to bring pictures to display 

- Family event on Saturday night event at WADA to encourage families.   

- Interested in presiding at WADA , Chris Zwettler , Aaron May,  Jeremy 

Schlitz, Mike Carr, Sandy Botham, Mel Dow, Paul Ackley all volunteered. 

 

29th Annual Golf Outing July 13th at Trappers turn shot gun start 12:30 pm go to 

website for more information.   

 

WADA Award Nominations: 

 

Distinguished Service Award Nominations: 

 

Nominees: 

Sandy Botham nominated - Peg and Greg Mueller Madison West  

Mel Dow nominated- Tom Lynch – Parks and Rec Director in Stoughton  

Jeremy Schlitz nominated John McKinley – UW Sports Medicine Athletic training 

services 

 

Winner:  Peg and Greg Mueller  

 

Athletic Director of the Year: 

 

Nominees:   

Big 8 nominates Mark Kyrka of Verona (Jeremy Schlitz presented) 

Mike Carr nominates Aaron Braund Sauk Prairie (Mike Carr presented) 

 

Winner: Mark  Kyrka 

 

Wisconsin Service Award was discussed, this award is designed to recognize 

community members that have help out in your communities for athletics.   

 

Hall of fame applications are due June 1st to Mike McHugh.   



Looking for AD’s to write articles for the WADA Newsletter if interested contact 

Greg Smith.  Submit by May 1st.  Looking to share ideas that work with other AD’s 

 

WIAA Issues: (Open Discussion) 

 

Seasonal Placement and competition: 

- Concerns came up regarding facilities and availability.  

- Concerns with too many options for genders in the fall if soccer went to the fall 

season 

- Concerns with filling coaching positions due to the fact that lower level coaches 

are coaching both genders.   

- There was discussion regarding the potential later start date for Winter sports 

- There was discussion regarding the start date of schools.  

- Straw vote was taken to start school 2 weeks earlier:   Unanimous by District 5 

AD’s 

 

WIAA Constitutional Amendments: 

 

- Amendment Membership:  If you want to be a member you need to sponsor a 

sport.  Group felt it made sense.   

 

- Amendment Success Factor:  No discussion 

 

Amendment Board of Control Organization Full time or Part time to be on board 

of control:  No discussion 

 

Amendment Transfer Rule:  11th graders can participate at a non-varsity level.  

Group felt that give kids more opportunities and was supported 

 

Amendment Non-school participation during school season:   

- Concern about monitoring this came up, more kids would want to take advantage 

of this.   

- Overuse of athletes was a concern 

- Puts schools in a tough place if it is up to school.   

- Opens the door for club sports to impede on high school based athletics 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Girls Hockey Co-op 

- Idea was presented regarding state wide grouping with representation for each 

sectional group.   

 

Girls Hockey Sectional 

- No discussion 

 

Multiple Divisional Play in girl’s hockey 

- 33 teams does it make sense to break it down.  Not many thought it would be 

beneficial 

 

Multiple Divisional Play in boy’s hockey 

- 89 teams in boys hockey seems to make sense to have 2 divisions  

 

Local Issues: 

 

Area Meetings: WIAA would like feedback on these meetings 

- AD’s shared they feel they are not being heard, not a good environment for 

sharing.   

- Question came up to have a district AD help moderate the meeting, along with 

WIAA personnel.   

- Open honest discussion is hard to do at these meetings. 

- Some AD’s feel their opinions are not being heard, or if they disagree with the 

WIAA they are not heard.   

- It was mentioned that with the use of email many of these issues could be sent to 

AD’s.   

- Possible break- out sessions was discussed for better discussion.  

- Date of meeting was discussed, maybe rotate dates with districts.  District 5 

would prefer not to have it the first week of school.   

- Concerns came up regarding support from the WIAA.   

- Satisfaction survey was discussed in regards to the WIAA.  

 

WADA Lobbyist group 

- This will be brought up to the WADA executive board 

 

Divisional placement vs. Regional placement was discussed for  

 

District Football is looking to be discussed again.   

 



Questions were brought up regarding the NFHS rules exams.   

Assigning of officials was discussed 

- Race of officials should be looked when officiating diverse school representation.  

 

Basketball Halves: 

- Discussion of a 3 half rule was discussed for more participation.   

- WBCA was in favor of the halves 

 

Quarter rule for football: 

- Concerns regarding counting quarters came up, this would limit smaller schools 

for participation.   

- This is a national federation movement, not coming from the WIAA.  

 

Question:  In favor of adapting the quarter system in football  

       For: 0  Against: Unanimous  

 

First Aid / CPR Training: 

- Confusion was brought up in regards to this issue.   

- How are schools going to certify their coaches 

- What is considered “Certified”  

 

Motion to adjourn by River Valley, 2nd by Dodgeville 

 

Meeting adjourned 11:21 

 

Minutes submitted by  

 

Paul Ackley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


